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TABLE 5  Prevalence of Bacterial Infections in Rat Colonies"
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United States (Parker, 1980) and 58% of rat colonies in Canada (Lussier
and Descoteaux, 1986), the significance of these findings appears uncertain.
The reported prevalences of bacterial infections in laboratory mouse and
rat populations are given in Tables 4 and 5. Infections of Pseudomonas sp.
and Pasteurella pneumotropica are quite common. The data for Mycoplasma
pulmoms and Mycoplasma arthntidis are very deceiving. Most of the reported
data were obtained by culture methods that are insensitive. Thus, the true
prevalence of M pulmoms is probably at least 5 to 10% greater than the
percentage reported for each survey that used culture methods. The situation
for M arthntidis is far worse in that subclimcal infections due to this agent
are extremely difficult to demonstrate through cultures and are presently
thought to be extremely common in contemporary mouse and rat populations
(Cassell et al., 1986; Lmdsey et al., 1986b). Similarly, the known msensitwity
of culture methods for Salmonella ententidis and Corynebactenum kutschen